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Synopsis

The war that was fought between the United States and Mexico from 1846 to 1848 was a major
event in the history of both countries: it cost Mexico half of its national territory, opened western
North America to U.S. expansion, and brought to the surface a host of tensions that led to
devastating civil wars in both countries. Among generations of Latin Americans, it helped to cement
the image of the United States as an arrogant, aggressive, and imperialist nation, poisoning
relations between a young America and its southern neighbors.A In contrast with many current
books that treat the war as a fundamentally American experience, Timothy J. Henderson offers a
fresh perspective on the Mexican side of the equation. Examining the manner in which Mexico
gained independence, Henderson brings to light a greater understanding of that countrya ™s
intense factionalism and political paralysis leading up to and through the war. Also touching on a
range of topics from culture, ethnicity, religion, and geography, this comprehensive yet concise
narrative humanizes the conflict and serves as the perfect introduction for new readers of Mexican

history.
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Customer Reviews

Dr Henderson as a history teacher at AUM (Auburn University at Montgomery AL)is the resident
expert on South/Central America. As | read his book, most of it came across as very familiar. He
had expounded these same thoughts in several of his classes taught at the University. | have had
the fortune to take several of them and can assure readers, he is as good a teacher as he is a

writer.What Dr Henderson does is blow away some very old fables created by both sides. He



highlights the simple fact that Santa Anna was not the only individual in Mexico who wanted, for
whatever reason, a war with the US. A faction riven Mexico, so brillantly illustrated in detail in this
book stumbled into a war for many reasons, not least of course was nationalism. Santa Anna simply
rode the wave to power and managed to get killed thousands of Mexican conscripts in a war against
a smaller tho much better led and equipped foe.Another fable is the one of the well equipped/trained
Mexican army...no one disputes the Mexican soldiers bravery, especially the US army of the time
but no one talks about the quality of the Mexican forces themselves. American regulars far
outmatched their opponents in every manner. American militia units also performed better than then
Mexican opponents (of course the Americans were all volunteers) The American officers also were
generally of better quality and only in the engineers were the Mexicans on par with their enemies.
Equipment goes without saying, in every aspect the Americans had at least equal (cavalry
wpns/infantry muskets) and in artillery, naval power, logestics-the Americans dominated their
enemies.American politicans too get their comeuppance, Polk is aptly labeled the chief instigator of

the actual war.
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